for some beauty of surface, and a return to inventiveness A question in their paintings. Surrealism, of course, had its great of criticism English forerunner in Blake; and before it appeared m France, Thomas Lowinsky painted'and perfected what might almost be called surrealist pictures. Lately Lewinsky has shown another kind of originality in a small number of women's portraits. These are done with an intense probing' into shapes—of feature, hair and dress, uncommon even in the Flemish and Italian primitives. He has devised a fastidious technique which allows of his painting a premier coup with a patient concentration peculiar to himself! But critics and connoisseurs only discover what they expect to find and the unusual qualities which distinguish Lewinsky's paintings are passed by,
A number of Ambrose McEvoy's paintings were shown the year after his death (he died during 1927) at Burlington House. An unequal painter—which of us is not?—in some of his portraits of women, and of children, he approached Gainsborough in his sensitiveness; his portraits in water-colour, too, are exquisite. The art critic of The Times wrote disparagingly of McEvoy's work. I sent a letter to The Times appreciative of McEvoy as a painter. An art critic is apt to resent such intrusion on his own field. Yet I think it were well if? from time to time, hospitality could be given in the press to some one other than the habitual critic. All books which appear year after year—novels, biographies and histories, essays, epics and lyrics—are seldom reviewed by a single critic. If a literary critic is attached to a newspaper, as Desmond MacCarthy is, for instance, to The Sunday Times^ at least he chooses a single book for review each week. I do not doubt that those who write on paintings and other works of art would like more space for their reviews in the daily press; moreover, the number of exhibitions to-day which call for notice must stand in the way of sustained criticism.
During 1927 a number of my paintings were shown at Reid and Lefevre's Gallery in King Street. This led to the 75

